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effort. it is of uniformly high quality and worth. lt 
will be welcome as a modern German language book 
to both dermatologist s and pa thologis ts interested 
in the field of cutaneous histopathology. 
Alfred Hollander, M.D. 
Springfield. Massachusetts 
Dentistry and the Allergic Patient. Edited by 
Claude A. Frazier , M.D. Charles C Thomas, 
Publisher, Springfield, Illinois, HJ73. (429 pp) 
This is a useful book for the practicing dent ist as 
well as for the dermatologist, otola ry ngologis t. and 
other medical specialists. whose field of interest 
may include the oral mucosa. The book has seven-
teen chapters contributed by twenty-one authors 
in addition to the editor. As with many multiau-
thored hooks. the material ranges in quality from 
' excellent to mediocre. However, there is a suffi-
cient amount of fine materia l to justi(y purchas ing 
the hook. 
The chapters can be divided into three major 
topics. The first few cha pters offer a bas ic outline 
of the allergic reaction and of the importance of 
J considering the patient·, a llergic background be-
fore undertaking any type of denta l or medical or 
surgical therapy. 
Jn Chapter 2, "The Allergic Child: Special Con-
siderations in Dentistry," L . V. Crawford . . ]. M. 
Duncan. and G. E. Vanderpool review the wide 
variety of laboratory procedures that may aid in 
~ the diagnosis of the allergic state. The spec ific 
treat ment of the many different types of allergic 
s tates is well outlined. A similar cha pter on the 
a llergic adult IS presented by L . L. Henderson. 
Reviews of drug allergy and anaphy laxis are pre-
sented by E. F. Ellis and C. A. Frazier. An out-
standing review of the subject of reactions to local 
anesthetics is presented by .]. A. Aldrete who has 
., himself contributed extensively to the literature on 
this subject in recent years. Allergenic reactions to 
inhala t ion anesthetics, hypnotics, narcotics. and 
analgesics are discussed by J . Adriani. 
T here is an excellent review of all ergic contact 
- stomatit is and chelitis by A. A. Fisher. an outstand-
ing authority in the field. He ofl ers extensi\'e data 
-\ on concentrat ions and vehicles for the patch test ing 
of a very large number of contact a lle rgens which 
may be encount ered in dentistry. This chapter a lso 
offers a comprehensive bib! iography of the field. 
There a re useful chapters on occupational derma-
toses in dentists by Samitz and Shmunes and on 
inhalent occupational hazards by Forman. 
Sections of the book dealing with oral diseases 
as manifesta tions of allergy are somewhat less suc-
cessful. A variety of oral mucosal diseases are dis-
cussed in considerable detail , but the allergic 
etiology of ma ny of these conditions is merely hy-
pothetical and the evidence to date is vague and 
inconclus ive. Aphthous stomatitis is a common 
oral mucosal disease, but the prevailing opinion on 
etiology is one of psychosomatic rather than aller-
gic causation. 
Some cases of erythema multiforme represent 
allergy to specific drugs, but most cases of this 
symptom complex yield little information regard-
ing etiology, and allergy cannot be assumed merely 
by a clinical response to corticosteroids. A chapter 
on salivary gland manifestations of allergy dis-
cusses everything from diabetes to measles to 
avitaminosis as possible allergic phenomena. 
Allergic factors in the etiology of periodontal dis-
ease have recently been postulated, but the re-
search to date is far from convincing, and while the 
possibility exis ts for an immune mechanism in the 
development of periodontal pathology, this partic-
ular role for the oral bacteria l and mycotic flora has 
not been adequately demonstrated. Most cases of 
periodontal disease still respond well to the me-
chanical scaling or cleansing of tartar from the 
teeth and the maintenance of good oral hygiene. 
Finally, some newer concepts are presented by 
D. Platt and J . A. Molinari in "The Role of Delayed 
Hy persensitivity" and by H. C. Bickley in ''The 
Growing Significance of Immunologic Deficiency." 
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